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Southwest Region

I applaud the combined efforts to address issues that impact our Associations. The feedback that I
have received, indicates that our Regional telecons have been successful. Through these telecons
we have identified and provided solutions to issues that are assisting our Associations in the
efforts to maintain viable and productive programs, and business practices.
We look forward to sharing your reports on what has been happening, good and bad, in your
association. As always, we will discuss the best practices and procedures that have assisted many
of our Associations in attaining the Required Standards., and maintaining viable Associations.
The Annual Meeting is December 4- 8, 2013. The Southwest Region break-out session will be
Friday, December 6, 2013 (5:00 – 5:50pm, in Rm 303).
Meeting schedule http://www.usatf.org/Events---Calendar/2013/AM/Schedule.aspx

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
News from the National Office

In order to efficiently measure the successful Associations, USATF has identified SMART (Specific,
Measurable, Attainable, Realistic, Timely) Goals. These SMART Goals are basis for our Accreditation
Process. As a result of our Region’s understanding of these Goals, and Standards, we are raising
the bar. ll of the Associations in our Region have successfully attained accreditation.
As part of my continuing effort to assist you in maintaining strong Associations, I have already
forwarded the 2013 USATF, Governance Manual 2013 Governance Handbook (Association Matters
Regulation 7); and the Website Guidelines, USATF Association Website Guidelines & Accreditation
Requirements; Associations Manual, USA Track & Field - USATF - Association Resource Center
(ARC) ; and the Associations Resource Center, USA Track & Field - USATF - Association Resource
Center ; Good Meeting, Parliamentary Procedures, Good Meetings - Helpful Hints, and Associations
Manual ttps://www.usatf.org/usatf/files/5f/5f76dae4-654d-409a-ac. These documents will be
extremely helpful with the Accreditation Process and with maintaining strong Associations. This
year, our Regional Meeting breakouts will start the Workshop. Within these meetings, each
attendee will be able to identify key opportunities to collaborate and learn from other Associations
and address questions that come up in these meetings in subsequent sessions. It should be a
collaborative start to a productive workshop! .
At this Workshop we’ll have the opportunity to meet one-on-one with the various USATF
departments and I hope to take advantage of that opportunity.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

News from Associations

Based on the 2012 Association Accreditation Statistics and Reports, the Southwest Region has
three Associations in the top ten (10) with the largest number of certified officials, as of the 2011
Accreditation Review, (Southwestern – ranked 5th with 288; Gulf ranked 6th with 283; Southern
ranked 8th with 261).
Based on a telecom and review of the Accreditation Standards, with Chairman/ Accreditation SubCommittee (Herb Nicholls), it appears that Southwestern Association should be added to the list of
Associations that have successfully sustained a Fully Accredited rating (which includes the 21
Championships requirement), along with Gulf Association, from our Region.
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The USATF Annual Meeting (National Convention) will be hosted in Indianapolis, Indiana
(December 4 – 8, 2013). As part of the Accreditation Process, each Association is required to send
their respective number of delegates.
Let’s plan on being there. Let’s also continue to work on maintaining accredited, viable and strong
Associations.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Association, Regional, National Championships

Border Association Cross Country Championships, November 2, 2013; Oklahoma Association Cross
Country Championships, November 10, 2013; Arkansas Association Cross Country Championships,
November 16, 2013; Gulf Association Cross Country Championships, November 16, 2013;
Southern Association Cross Country Championships, November 16, 2013; Southwestern
Association Cross Country Championships, November 16, 2013; USATF Region X Cross Country
Championships, November 23, 2013; West Texas Cross Country Association Championships,
November 30, 2013; National Junior Olympic Cross Country Championships (South Texas Assoc),
December 14, 2013, San Antonio, Tx; Gulf Association will be hosting the 2014 National Jr
Olympics Championships, July 21 – 27, 2014, (Gulf Association
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In this issue, I would like to recognize Mr Emmitt Manuel Griggs, of
Gulf Association.
Emmitt was born in West, Texas a small town seventeen miles from
Waco, Texas.
The family later moved to Waco where Emmitt went to school. He
sang in the Boys Glee Club at Moore High School and won several
awards as a bass soloist. After graduation, he attended HustonTillotson College now Huston-Tillotson University located in Austin,
Texas. Since he always enjoyed singing, he immediately joined the
H T College Choir. Later as a sophomore he was voted choir
president.
He loved track and field as much as music. This admiration took
him to Mexico, Germany, Canada, Korea and Spain. In 1996 he had a dual role as Implement
Inspector and discus official. The coach at Texas A&M said he needed an umpire at one of his
meets and his daughter volunteered his services. Thus began his career as a USTAF Track and
Field Official. He was willing to travel anywhere there was a meet from Youth to Masters, and be
ready for Implement Weigh-In. He chose to buy his own equipment because he could be sure of
its care and accuracy. He developed an implement to measure the javelins if he (or any other
official) had to work alone. He wanted to each athletes to have an equal opportunity for success in
the field. Emmitt was always ready to train anyone that had an interest in becoming a weights and
measures official or just wanted to observe (his children, grandchildren and wife included).
Emmitt was the recipient of awards from TSU, University of Texas, Texas A&M for being an
outstanding track and field official. Most notably winning the Horace Crowe Award in 1999, the
Andy Bakjian Award in 2000 and was inducted into the USATF Hall of Fame in 2007.
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Emmitt held a fulltime job as a Metro bus driver for over the thirty-three years. The company was
very supportive of his interest. He is now retired and no longer participates as a weights and
measures official. He left the legacy for his family to continue.
Emmitt is married to Audrey and they have three daughters and a son (deceased). He also has a
daughter and son from previous marriage. There are six grandchildren and nine great
grandchildren.
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