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USATF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Wednesday, November 16, 2011 

 
ATTENDANCE:  Stephanie Hightower, Jack Wickens,  Larry James (non-voting Counsel), Darlene Hickman 
(non-voting Secretary), Dr. Evie Dennis, Elizabeth Phillips, Steve Miller, Steve Holman, Jeff Darman, 
Deena Kastor,  Aretha Hill Thurmond, Philip Dunn, Kim Haines, Darlene Hickman, Ken Taylor 
Absent:   Bob Hersh, Willie Banks 
 
USATF Staff:  Mike McNees, Jill Geer, Norman Wain, Benita Fitzgerald-Mosley, Lynn Taeger, Gina Miller 
 
Meeting had a quorum present and started at 5:08 p.m. (EST) 
 
EUGENE 2014 JUNIOR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP BID Stephanie Hightower 
 
USATF was unanimously awarded the bid for the 2014 Junior World Championship to be held in Eugene, 
Oregon.  
 
Chairman/President’s Report                                     Stephanie Hightower 
 
Need to have discussions in 2012 as to whether the Board is going to be a working board or a policy 
making board or a combination of both.  
 
CEO/COO Update     Mike McNees 
 
Logo standards issue - Meeting set for December 2, 2011 at the Annual Meeting between athletes, 
USATF and the manufacturers to discuss uniform regulations.  Meeting will touch on issues of what 
USATF uniform regulations will be for championships, sponsorship issues, the athlete’s ability to do 
some individual sponsorships and the demands of our primary sponsor.  The objective is for this meeting 
to clear up misunderstanding for all parties.    McNees to work with other board members to outline the 
issues and format of the meeting and report back to the board. 
 
US OPEN AT MADISON SQUARE GARDENS   Mike McNees 
 
The meet is set for January 28, 2012, USATF believes this is a viable meet; Bernard Lagat is signed on to 
be a participant.  We have the NY Times teed up to make an announcement as early as tomorrow.  This 
event will help preserve indoor track and field and it is also very important to Visa for us to have an 
event in New York City.  Ticket prices will be far more accessible than they have been in the past.  There 
are mixed feelings among the board members about this event.  McNees to give a more detailed report 
to the board regarding the event in St. Louis. 
 
TALKING POINTS FOR ANNUAL MEETING  Jack Wickens 
 
Wickens distributed talking points of 12 issues and items that the board may be addressing as “hot 
topics” in St. Louis.  The board needs to review these items and be prepared to discuss them. 
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2012 BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETING DATES  Darlene Hickman   
 
This topic will be discussed further in St. Louis; the board feels more thought needs to be put in to the 
scheduling of board meetings, allowing more time to deal with issues and away from athletic 
competitions.  Need to have real focus time for these meetings going forward. 
 
NOMINATION GOVERNANCE PANEL PROCESS  Darlene Hickman 
 
MOTION: (Wickens) Approve the addition to the Governance Handbook, item ( g) and (i).  APPROVED 
(Motion attached to minutes) 
 
The Meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m. (EST) 
 
 
 
 
NOVEMBER 16, 2011 MOTION SUMMARY: 
 
MOTION: (Wickens) Approve the addition to the Governance Handbook, item ( g) and (i).  APPROVED 
(Motion attached to minutes) 
 


