
We did want to mention that the focus of this talk will be in the field events but there 
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is available an excellent presentation online available that was given three years 
ago by Raymond Pierre of the Southwestern Association and Tiffany Banks of the 
Pacific Association on starting and the running events. This presentation is currently 
available on the USATF Officials web page
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This is UK Athletics most significant youth club championship. Biggest events 

3

are AA of England championships (Indoors and Out), but major individual event is 
probably English Schools Championships (high school athletes) - see 
http://www.esaa.net/.
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Field event referees, when making assignments, want to make sure that a leader 
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who filling a tick card will not be supervising the warm-up for their next event 
(fixture).
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Three trials only is a Young Athletes League rule and this is imposed due to time 
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constraints.  This rule would not be the case at UK Athletics-sponsored events.



Warm-ups are not, for the most part, at the venue for this particular meet. Throwing 
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sectors were not cordoned off but the infield is cordoned with the idea that officials 
and anyone else are not

allowed in this area during competition.
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Flight coordinator
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EDM Card means first recorder
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Don’t laugh, this might seem silly but could be applicable for outdoor and especially 
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indoor meets
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The UK officials in many instances did not have a conception of flights (and if used, 
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in rare instances, are referred to as “pools”).  And by the same token have no 
conception of the use of reverse order for finals…

Pools are not used very often (ESAA [high school] events use them). Experienced 
field officials definitely familiar with pools . The competition order in UK Athletics-
sponsored events is not amended, but at IAAF events in UK, the competition order 
can be changed. 
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NB: UK Athletics Rules stipulate that if it is not possible to install an indicator board 

17

as identified in (7) soft earth or damp sand should be sprinkled to a height of 7 mm 
above the level of the take-off board over a width of 10 cm beyond the edge of the 
take-off line.  At the take-off line the sand or earth should be raised at an angle of 45 
to the height of 7 mm.



UK Officials use screwdrivers for markers instead of official’s helpers or long sticks.
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No verification of height at each height change is against the UK Athletics rules
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Why isn’t possible for a B athlete to beat an A athlete? Dunno?
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Manual timers are used at local meetings. Photo finish seems to be much more 
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expensive in UK than USA and clubs/small arenas can't afford. It is becoming more 
widespread. Currently, FinishLynx is used from the USA, but competition from a 
Belgian company (TimeTronics) is set to drive prices down. 
http://www.timetronics.be/ - Basic system set to undercut by 33%.

Once an athlete has met the standard, then the athlete receives, for free, their 
certificate.  However, they can purchase a badge for a minimal fee.



When you go to this meet to work field events you better all there is to know about 
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the field events.

At least for match play throughout the season, this is the case.  This is critical to 
alleviating shortage of officials during match play but obviously this is a double-
edged sword due to conflict of interest.  This was not the case for this particular 
meet; meet officials were selected.

However it should be noted that at small club meetings, (i.e., qualifying league 
competition) the event simply wouldn't take place without clubs supplying 
officials. It is possible that some bias may occur,  but the British "fair play ethic" 
means that this is rare happening. And each club has an equal number of events to 
cover. 
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GO QUICKLY THROUGH LEVELS 1 and 2 – then accentuate Level 3
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MAKE SURE TO ACKNOWLEDGE Outreach Group Training Co -chair Ken 
Yerger and all of the members of that committee alo ng with Training Sub 
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Yerger and all of the members of that committee alo ng with Training Sub 
Committee Chair Rex Harvey; Kudos to Shirley Connor s!
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Yerger and all of the members of that committee alo ng with Training Sub 
Committee Chair Rex Harvey; Kudos to Shirley Connor s!



UK Athletics officials were open to giving this official unlimited access to their tools 
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of the trade – SPECIFICALLY a 44 caliber pistol (or should I say, cannon)


