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USATF  OFFICIALS  BEST  PRACTICES 
 
 

BRIEFING FOR COMBINED EVENT OFFICIALS 
                                         (By Combined Events Coordinator) 
 
 

• Welcome – Thanks for all you do 
• Introductions 
• Appreciate the skills and experience here; many could be Lead Officials  
• Assignments   
• This is Team Effort 

o Anyone not comfortable with assignment by lead -- say so! 
o Any problems during competition get together with lead or entire team on 

the side 
• Lead Officials  

o Make assignments well in advance of start of competition, not at the last 
minute  

o Need help? Get with the Referee  
o Keep event instructions to a minimum – these athletes are not new to the 

events 
o Two records of each event -- primary and secondary -- both to me. 
o No place recordings on event sheets -- just highest and longest 

measurement attained  
o Return event site to its original condition 
o Start and Finish time on Sheets 

• I will assign start times for each event and deliver results after each event 
• Nothing is different - follow USATF rules 
• Box of equipment at event site 
• We’re here for the athletes – they’re the stars of the show, not us  We’re here to 

assist them attain and record their best performances 
• Safety  --  if needed Medical Assistance is on the floor   Do not touch athlete. 
• Officials needed to assist with hurdle set up.  WATCH OUT during warm-ups 
• Be here at (time) on Sunday to set up  (two day event) 

 
• Questions ??? 

 
 
 


