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A Apcient (nizations (Jscd Poles Far A Varcty OF Actiitics
Mo autharitative ewdence proves that ary snoent cuftures poks yaulled compelittesty prior To the
Taileann Garrees of ancient inelsnd (1829 BT} Hosser, aitishic reprasentations snd othes amchasoioghcai
rernans Indicste that as early a5 2500 8 C. pecple used long poies for a number of acthates such &t
_ farming, boating and warfare. Thus, & & likely that Sarrners, sailors, and soldiers Siscovered that they
ool use those DOMeS 10 8% 3 means 1o leap Over & vanety of obetackes

L Apcicnt ot
Anoent Egvptian anginéers clearly understood the mechanical advantages of poles and tadders by the

4th and Sth Dynasties of the Did Mingdom (crca 2500 BC 5. Rebef sculpture depicts the use of such
devoss for wege wartare D surmourt enomy walls, and £ B certain that they empioyed & vancly of

scaftalomg tachnoiogy 1o CONSTTUCT their lofty pyramids and elaborate bamples. in addtion, bacauss
Egystian farmers developed a netwerk of irigation dtches and canals 1 channel the Nile's nundation, Lot

£ s fiedy that some enierphssg farmes Mt have occascnally paclied up 2 pole and used £ as
a makeshift kever 10 OOSS an iMgaton Sitch

Hut evert mare inifsng - and snalo@oUs in some fespects 1o early pole wBUTINE in the modem

ora - Was the am of poie climbng in ancianl Egpl Seversl rebie! sculplures show what Sppears 1o be
acrobats cEmbing poles &2 part of 3 relious corsenony o ntual devoted 1o the god Min.  According o
‘Worgang Decker in hia book, Sports and Games of Anclenit Egypt, thes ot practios existed a5 carly as
the Old Kingdom (2686-2181 BC ] Therefors, it s fas to sy that humans haw beean trying to defy
ety by means of mere agiity and a pols =inoe
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1883
Hugh H. Baxter of e New York Athietic Club startics the sporting workd of 18873 by dearing 110 n the vault.  He acommplished ths
f=31 @ The Amencan Champeonshiss with & & ieap of 11-0 3% for a new Workd Rocoed. and in 50 doing, defeatad Van Houton
S Viam Howton then dropped St of competfion and Nes snnovative 10 was not 10 B2 Seen agan
-m for feftmen vears

# : Fromn thes Grne U0l his retirement in 1895, Hogh Ganter wess baaten bt once. This one cafeat
< a3 8t the hands of an English pole climber, ans we will datuss this laer  Henry F Schute
tha famed Nebrasics Tack coach, had Ths 1o say about Hugh Bate

AS @ poic vauter My Badsr may De said 10 fave been the groatas? vaulinr who ever Snpsad an
ash pole. He won more rabiona) champicrslans than any other poie wauller in e annads of
American 500, and conggiering the mdroduction of the bamboe pole-a positive oip-with e
sirides thal have Desn Maoe in the techrsgues of pole vaultngd, M. Baatss 11.5 made in
1887 wouid undouttedty be ogual 1o 13-6 todey. 4n iges of Mr, Baxier's poie vaulting abilty

S| can be gained from the fact that ks 11-0 % the! won the national champeonsiip in LE83 was
Surpassesd oy thnee timess in the Net Dventyrdno e

Eﬂ'ﬂtﬂprﬂﬂu‘sdﬂﬁﬂlﬂﬂ&mﬂﬂlmdﬁw_mmm}md'mﬂ
1040, and Wedby of Cornall, with 7-1 %%

Agasn in 1884 Baxter was the number one vBLler, winning the e 7 :
Amencan Champronship 8t 106, while HL Hodge of Princeton S i
won the IrEercoliegiate chamgonship o1 9.0 UEKLEEEHRY

i8ss

Bater vaufted 103 in 1885 and LD Godshall of LaFaystie Coflege cleared 9-7 | BNP{
im :.' . ‘!
Anrough Baxter was agsin the Amesican champion in 1886 he &d net attain the best mark of the year j o PR T
o e e e et aloion st 5 P rtaercliaciate mork of 10-3 5 whiBe Baster :
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S8 COIMMES ARMSTRONG
91"  ROBERT TOWERS

FIRST TENMEN OVER TEN Fﬁl’i”

CLLSWATER

10'4"  FRANCIS TEMPLE GBR 06101848 ‘WOOLRICH

100° HENRY MUSSGRAVE GBR 05061852 ULVERSTON

100" ROBERT TOWERS GBR 17041854 NEWCASTLE

100" WILLIAM IANIESON GBR 27071880 JEDBURGH

10'0°  LAURENCE CURRAN GBR Z27.07.1860  JEDBURGH

100" GEMRGE CURRIE GEBR 27071860  JEDBURGH

100" ALEXANDER MCGHEE GBR 12061881 BEISGAR

100" DAVID JOHNSTOM GBR 18081861 SBIGGAR

100" JOMN MUIR T GBR 18061861  BIGGAR

100" ROBERT MUSGRAVE GBR 21,08 1851 DURMAM

FIRSTTENOVERLELEVENTFEET :

12 o ROBERT MUSGRAVE GBR 25031864 ISLINGTOM HALL ..

110" JOMN  ALLISON GER 25031864 ISLINGTON HALL -

i1'g" DAYID ANDERSOM GBR 11071874  ULVERSTDN )

110" T. NEWEY ! GAR 11071874 ULVERSTON

112" io EDWIN WOODBURN GBR 11021876  ULVERSTCN

1107 CHARLES GASKIN GBR 11081877 JLKEY

113/4" HENRY KAYLL ~  GBR- 11051877 «ILKEY

11'2 374" THOMAS RAY GBR 11081877 ILKEY

11'3/8" HUGH BAXTER UsSK 02061883 NEW YORK

1y /2" ERNEST LATSTONE GBR 25.06188T" SCOTTISH Al
Umimowen Harvarg Stachium -

Franik Hill, in an srcle o the Ahletic loomal of Febrery 1948 oredited Gouder with the introdisction of the bamboo pole in 3006ng Mis
Wy i e Games 'ﬂumumm:mﬁnmﬂmmmpﬂnhrﬁwmnahwmmmm190&3.

=w ' !@tnﬁymcdmmm&tmmﬁ&heremtmxﬁsm?.Mﬁﬂmnnzﬁﬁbanﬂohw
Univergity cearad 1229 % This mark would have sicpesses Samesa’s World

wummmaaﬁmmwmﬂmtnﬂr Mﬂwﬂmna:uf
[ e W | that time, published by Spelding, was said 1D have reconded it
1807 :
At Mew Haven, Connecticut, on May 18, 1507, m the anmual dual reeet will Harvard, Walter
B Dean of Yale leapad to & nesw World Pecord of 12555 Two offer yvEuitars scalad the 12 foot
meed thal waar Edward T, Cook and Clawds 8. Alen, Doth of the Irish-Amarican Athietic Club,
clearnd 12-3 at the Mational AL meet, helg in conjunction with the jamestown Exposition on
September € and 7 This mank was a new National ARL record

A new Canadian Fecord was also set during 1507 when W Hagpenny of the Momireai Athlebc muw
Chuiy waulted 11-5 18 m wnning tne Natonal Championships of Canada

fivamer Temy 3 50

the record crurmbled under the orsaught of Gibort and Dray, the two Yale tsamenates. Drar starled
i 4 by eclipsing hils ohe voar oid standard by an inch whens e won the Penn Relays a2 126 ¥ Gilhart
| orased Dray's mark durng the Olympse tryouts at Philacelphia, with a jeap of 12-7 % Later m the
Sl vear. Dray ragained the record as he raised it to 129 % The W Chympiad. or 1908 Games, heid =
B London Gre saed o have bean the Freatest in athlebic history up to that time. They ware not withou
pontroversy, however, and one of thase whe pravided much of te drama was e American wiullsr,
R W Gilbert. Gllbert became known as the “hatchet man of the London Games” when he used a hatchet
- Eqma.p ru-m Sitwwis 110 i 2 poke planting hole at the vaulting pit. The Landon officiale stuck wih the obd rule of using
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man in history to clear 14 feet  Earlier in the year, Carr had made 14-1 for a new Indoor World Record.
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At the final Olympic Tryouts, on July 9, 1928, Droegmuller, Barnes,
and Carr all tied for first at 13-8. Charles McGinnis, vaulting for the
Chicago Athletic Association, was fourth in that meet at 13-6 and also
qualified for a trip to the Games in Amsterdam.

Other 13-6 vauiters during the 1928 season wers: 1) Jack Williams of USC, 2} Frank Wirsig who
won the Eastern Olympic Tryouts, vaulting for the US Marine Corps; 3) Frederick W. Sturdy of Yalg;
and, 4} Vic Pickard, vaulting for the British Empire team in London.

The [X Olympiad took place in Amsterdam, where cold and rainy weather hampered the athletes.
Germany, which had not participated since 1912, returned to Olympic competition. America again
took the first three places in the pole vault. Carr was Olympic Champion with a new Olympic
Record of 13-8 3/8 (4.20 m}). Droegmuller was second at 13-5 3/8 (4.10 m), while McGinnis

Lee Barres Workd Record!

captured the third spot at 12-11 %% (3.95 m). Vic Pickard of Canada

again placed in the Games, this time fourth, with a leap of 12-11 %: (395 m). Lee Barnes, the 1924
Olympic Champion and new World Record holder, could do no better than fifth, also at 12-11 % (3.95 m),
the same height that had won for him in 1924. Sixth place went to Y. Nakazawa of Japan, at 129 %
(3.90 m). Nakazawa was the first of many great vaulters from that island country.

1929

The year 1929 saw the "Roaring Twenties® drawing to a fast close. People had been living high and fast,
despite the Bighteenth Amendment (Prohibition), words like "bootlegger® and "speakeasy” had become
implanted in the vocabulary. Everything was roaring along, and then the "Coolidge Prosperity” collapsed

in the stock market crash.

1935 {continued)

The two USC sophomaores, Meadows and Sefton. tied for the NCAA title with record
breaking vaults of 14-1 1/5. Meadows had a best vault of 14-3 75 in a dual meet
against Stanford. William Roy, of Loyola of the South, cleared 14-1 at Alexandria,
Louisiana, on May 11, 1935, and a young sophomore of Dutch descent, by the name
of Cornelius Warmerdam. from Fresno State College. had a best mark of 14-0 7/8 in
* a dual meet. Sueo Oye of Japan raised his personal bestto 13-11 3/E, while the
seventh best vaulter of the year was Jack Mauger from the University of California,

who cleared 13-10 7 /5.
1936

1936 was a banner year in the history of the pole vault. It was also the year that was
to see the last staging of the Olympic Games for a period of twelve years, because
World War Il {1939-1945) interrupted mankind's peaceful pursuits. The year also
produced yet another vault World Record.
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George Varoff, a 22 year old at the University of
Cregon, who was competing for his home town San
Francisco Olyrpic Club, won the National AAU title with
a vault of 14-6 42, and set a new World Record in the
process. Very few people had heard of Varoff before
this, but overnight he was the sensation of the track
world and considered the cverwhelming favorite to win
the Olympic Trials which were only two weeks [ater, : =
However, pre-meet favorites do not always win titles, and mls was me case at the Final Olympic Tryouts on
July 18, 1936, Varoff simply suffered a disappointing day. as three USC Trojans camed off the honors in the
pole vault Meadows, Sefton, and Graber each cleared 14-3 and earned a berth aboard the steamship
headed for Berlin and the ] Qlympic Games.







