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DRAGILA 4TH IN PV; HURDLERS WIN IN ROUNDS

PARIS - Close calls and near-misses plagued Team
USA’s athletes in final events Monday at the 2003
World Outdoor Track & Field Championships, but
America’s female hurdlers showed strength in their
numbers and performances.

Two-time defending world champion Stacy Dragila
tied for fourth in the women’s pole vault with a best
clearance of 4.55m/14-11. Indoor world record holder
Svetlana Feofanova of Russia became the first woman
other than Dragila to win the world outdoor title, clear-
ing 4.75m/15-7. Annika Becker of Germany was sec-
ond at 4.70m/15-5, with outdoor world record holder
Yelena Isinbayeva of Russia third at 4.65m/15-3.

The men’s 100 meters stayed true to prognostica-
tors’ views that it was anyone’s race. Emerging as the
winner was Kim Collins of St. Kitts & Nevis, who ran
10.07 seconds to edge world junior record holder Darrel
Brown of Trinidad in second (10.08) and Darren
Campbell of Great Britain in third (10.08). Dwain
Chambers of Great Britain was fourth, also in 10.08,
followed by Americans Tim Montgomery (Cary, N.C.)
in fifth (10.11) and Bernard Williams (Miramar, Fla.)
in sixth 10.13.

In the men’s 100 semis, Williams had won semi 1
in 10.11, followed by Montgomery. Collins, who went
on to win the final, was the final qualifier from semi 1
by placing fourth in 10.15. Three-time defending cham-
pion Maurice Greene slowed in the final stages of semi
2 after feeling “a pop” in his quadriceps approximately
halfway through the race and finished eighth in 10.37.

In other finals, Jamie Nieto (Chula Vista, Calif.)
placed seventh in the men’s high jump at 2.29m/7-6
and Matt Hemingway (Denver, Colo.) was 12" at
2.25m/7-4.5. Jacques Freitag of Russia won the com-
petition with a season-best clearance of 2.35m/7-8.5

Gail Devers (Lawrenceville, Ga.), Jenny Adams
(Champaign, I1l.) and Miesha McKelvy (San Diego,
Calif.) all won their heats in Monday’s quarterfinals of
the women’s 100m hurdles. Adams posted the fastest
time of the three in winning the third heat in 12.74
seconds; Devers won heat 5 in 12.76; and McKelvy
took heat 1 in 12.94. Defending champion Anjanette
Kirkland, coming back from giving birth to a daughter
on May 4, placed seventh in heat 2 in 13.80.
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Stacy Dragila

Kenta Bell (Chula Vista, Calif.) was sixth in the
men’s triple jump with a mark of 17.08m/56-0.5 in a
competition that was won easily by the heavily favored
Christian Olsson of Sweden (17.72m/58-1.75). Suzy
Powell (Modesto, Calif.) placed ninth in the women’s
discus throw with a best of 59.86m/196-5. The event
was won by Irina Yatchenko of Belarus with 67.32m/
220-10.

In qualifying rounds on Monday, Sandra Glover
(Sugar Land, Texas) advanced to Thursday’s final of
the women’s 400 meters. The four-time U.S. cham-
pion ran a season’s best time of 53.90 seconds in the
first semi to finish second behind Jana Pittman of Aus-
tralia (53.77). World record holder Yuliya Pechonkina
of Russia had the fastest time, winning the second semi-
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final in 53.57. Joanna Hayes was fifth in Glover’s race
in 55.35 and did not advance, and 2003 U.S. champion
Raasin MclIntosh (Austin, Texas) hit the fifth hurdle in
the second race and was carried off the track with an
injured right quadriceps.

Sanya Richards (Austin, Texas) missed qualifying
for the final of the women’s 400 meters, placing fifth
in heat 1 in 51.32. Demetria Washington (Columbia,
S.C.) and DeeDee Trotter (Knoxville, Tenn.) were
fourth (51.31) and fifth (51.68), respectively, in heat 2
and also did not advance. Jason Lunn (Redwood City,
Calif.) placed 10" in his semifinal heat of the men’s
1,500 meters in 3:41.71 and did not advance.

Jamie Nieto
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FROM THE MIXED ZONE — TEAM USA QUOTES

Women’s pole vault final

Stacy Dragila: I knew | wasn’t at the 4.70m-4.80m
level like I wanted to be, but | wanted to give it a try.
There have been so many changes in my life; new
coach, new technique and I did not trust everything.
Now I am a lot more confident, I’m healthy, so |
would like to come back for the World Athletics
Final to show | am not out of it. It is great to see the
new generation of vaulters make their breakthrough.
| feel like a pioneer.

Mary Sauer: | just didn’t have it tonight. Nothing in
particular was wrong, | just didn’t perform well.

Men’s triple jump final

Kenta Bell: This is definitely a disappointment. |
expected more out of myself. I just couldn’t make it
happen. But hey, it was a great experience. | have the
Grand Prix Final coming up, where I’ll see the same
guys and I’ll try to redeem myself.

Men’s 100m semifinal

Maurice Greene: | got a great start, but as soon as |
got out of the blocks I felt a small pop in my quad
muscle. | kept trying to push but I couldn’t keep it up
all the way. I was feeling fine before the race, | felt
fine yesterday. Of course, | am disappointed, but
these things just happen. | am not even thinking of
the relays right now. I will not try to run until this
totally heals.

Women’s discus final

Suzy Powell: I was hoping to throw better tonight.
Everything was great. The crowd was terrific. | could
go into a lot of technical explanations on why |
didn’t throw better, but I don’t want to bore you with
that.

Women’s 400m semifinals

Sanya Richards: I felt really good for the first 300
meters or so, then | got real tired real fast. I struggled
the rest of the way to the finish line. 1 did all I could
tonight, but it just wasn’t there.

Women’s 400m hurdles semifinals

Joanna Hayes: My pattern was off about the sixth
hurdle, so I knew | wasn’t where | was supposed to
be. I got really sick but I don’t want to blame it on
that. | stepped on the line so | should be ready. My
body is still fighting the flu and the bronchitis. I’'m
not happy, but I’m not completely disappointed. Now
I’ll get ready for next year.

Joanna Hayes
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STACY DRAGILA

Each day of the 2003 World Outdoor
Championships a men’s and women’s Xerox Athlete
of the Day will be chosen and will be featured in Team
USA's daily newsletter, Xerox News of the Worlds.

On the final day of the event, a Xerox Men’s and
Women'’s Athlete of the Meet will be announced and
the winners will receive a Xerox WorkCentre M15
copier-printer.

Since 1997, The Document Company - Xerox has
sponsored the Xerox Team USA Media Center at
World Outdoor Championships. Under the leadership
of Terry Dillman, Xerox Manager of Olympic Marketing,
Xerox supplies copiers, computer printers and fax
machines to USATF's Communications Department,
which provides information on Team USA to the
world's media.
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