Minutes – Ohio Association

Board Meeting - April 19, 2009

Damon’s Grill, Gahanna, Ohio

· Meeting called to order by Karen Krsak at 12:15 pm.

· Minutes were passed around for changes for corrections.  Non were given

· Fritz Spielman gave treasures report.  No questions or changes, report accepted.

· Brenda Martin gave membership report.  Reviewed current membership numbers looking at year over year, youth vs adults, and clubs.  Discussion on several items for clarification.  No changes and report was accepted.

· Carolee Stephens stated that the Ohio Association has 20k Racewalk Championship to be held in the Cedarville area on May 3rd.  Will be looking for umpires and the race begins at 9 am.

· Scott Rose presented the Official’s Report.  As of April 15th Ohio has re-certified 149 officials.  The goal for this Olympiad is 250.  The annual clinic is scheduled for January 24, 2010 at Capital University.  Scott Rose and Jeff Bauer will be handling the selection of topics and presenters.  The Ohio Association will be well represented at all meets this coming summer.

· Carolee spoke concerning the website.  We had much discussion on the current view of the Ohio Association Website.  It was suggested that we re-design the website to make it easier to locate the information our members are seeking.  It was suggested using tabs labeled with the individuals disciplines such as Youth, Masters, Officials, Racewalk etc.  Carolee will be working on this along with Brian.

· Update on Coaches Education was handed out.  The information was retrieved from Doug Logan’s Project 30 summary.

· The Ohio Association will be providing credentials to all coaches/volunteers who have passed a background check.  It was discussed about the coaches/volunteers wearing them at practices.  We decided that parents need to do some of the policing of their coaches.  A discussion also came up about how we could identify those who had a legitimate credential and who didn’t.  First the color will change each year with the new background screening and Brenda has purchased a embosser that will put the USAT logo on the badge long with providing a 2-sided holder and lanyard.  A motion was made by Ro and seconded Brian that if a credential were lost it would cost $25 for a new one.  A vote was taken and passed.  The credential will be passed out during the various meets this coming year.

· Brenda provided the board with an update on the new national background screening program and how it will work.  A few questions came up concerning the charges we were seeing on the report that Fritz gave.  It seems that we were charged interest by the N.O. when we didn’t get the funds in on time.  That will now be eliminated by the use the national program.  There is a form that still must be completed by the coach/volunteer during the process to ensure that permission is granted if one person from the club adds all the names.  One question arose about those who are getting a background screening with no club affiliation.  Karen will be checking with Andy and provide a to the board via email.

· Fritz gave an update on the newsletter vs the iContact format.  One additional hard copy will go out this year but we will begin using the iContact next week with our first youth edition.  Fritz will be adding a few reminders on the first communication such as the returning of the practice schedules and a couple of other items that Brenda will provide to him.  Fritz will also be copying the board on the emails.  We had asked last February about additional cost for more than the 6 per month for $23.  It is estimated that we can do 12 per month for around $30.  Fritz will be asking all members to be sure to keep their email address updated on the membership only site to ensure receipt of the new format.  We will then produce one newsletter in hard copy during 2010.  Karen will be checking to see if the one hard copy is needed if we use the iContact format.

· Elinor took the Grant Application and is considering putting one in for purchase of some Field Lynx to use for meets and training.

· Brenda gave an update on the Rookie Workshop for new Membership Chairs.  She stated it was very interesting and Twila Storage also attended with her to provide the association a backup to the tasks.  She also mentioned that in the new edition of Fast Forward the center pages have a nice layout for the Youth Division.

· The next discussion was sanctions.  It appears that at some point in the past if a race director marked their organization was a member it wasn’t checked and given the member price.  However Brenda will be checking all sanction requests to ensure all funds are collected appropriately.  We have also asked Carolee to ensure that the verbiage on the website (USATF) shows the members/non-member as Club and/or Organization.  Some confusion has been created and unnecessary questions are being asked.

· Announced that the workshop will be in Des Moines, Iowa last weekend in August and the September meeting will be held on September 13th at Spring Hollow Lodge in Sharon Woods.

· Fritz, Lefty and Jim then gave the Youth Report for all that would be happening over the summer months.

· Our outdoor begins with 5 district meets.

· The Association Championship will be held in Trotwood on June 27 & 28 with Combined, Steeplechase and Hammer passed through to the Region 5 meet.

· The National JO will be having 800-meter races for the disabled this summer and all associations who can should include this event in their outdoor championships.  Jim looked for suggestions on various people/agencies that can help him put ours together.  Many suggestions were given.  This will be 9th – 12th grade only.

· Lefty explained the Mark Springer Grant Program and those selected clubs out of the 200+ applications would receive monies.  A total of 40 clubs will receive $1,200 each to total the $50,000.  The criteria is that a club must have been in existence for at least 2 years and have at least 5 members.

· Fritz gave a summary of the Youth Workshop, which included Roles and Responsibilities, Hytec, Background Screening, Calendar Events, Sub Bantams and Youth Drug Testing.  Three youth athletes have tested positive for banned substances at international competition.  

· The Region 5 meet will be held in Charleston, WVA July 9 – 12 and the Ohio Officials are encouraged to go and help out.

· Lefty explained the many issues with the National JO and the requirements needed to field a 2010 World Youth Olympics.  There are also challenges with the Youth Nationals this year and the need for more officials and the fact that qualifications for the World Youth meet during the first two days of the Youth National.

· There will be NO hammer for the 13 – 14 age group this year.  Will be discussed at the annual meeting in Indianapolis for 2010.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm.

Submitted by,

Karen Krsak
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